instance two examples of men who have delivered between 2000 and 3000 women, and never had a single case of the sort.
All the statistics we have, therefore, both at home and abroad, are presumably misleading in regard to general incidence, in that they are based wholly upon hospital records.
It is a curious and rather interesting fact that during the eight months from December 1886 to August 1887, a period antecedent to this investigation, not a single case of eclampsia was reported, and this is the longest interval in the records of the Hospital. Taking the cases as they stand, it might appear unfair to deduce an increased incidence of the disease, because while the disease has increased, the actual number of cases delivered in the Hospital has also increased. To make it still more clear because one year is too little to judge from I have taken groups of years, and it is evident from those tables that the disease is gradually and steadily increasing. I have first divided the period concerned into five groups of four years, and this shows an increase from 176 per 10,000 to 434 per 10,000. The number of cases in the Hospital has nearly doubled itself in these twenty-two years, and the eclampsia incidence has practically doubled itself as welL This is a fact which I think is absolutely beyond dispute, and this, I gather, conforms with the experience of my colleagues. (1) Eclampsia.
(1) Sir Halliday Croom, in reply, thanked the Society for the kind way in which they had listened to his" paper, and the speakers for their remarks.
